L arge Skier Triggered Avalanche NE Face Hyalite Pk

Date

Sat, 03/04/2023 - 09:40
Activity

Skiing

(NE, HS, ASu, D3, R4)

We toured into Hyalite with the intention of skiing the North East Face of Hyalite Peak. Our primary concern
was wind loading on leeward slopes. Before starting the day 6" of snow was reported in the Northern Gallatin
range however we only found up to three inches of new snow. Approaching the saddle we found soft snow (2-
3") on a pencil-hard crust. Once reaching the summit we descended carefully onto the NE face observing a
shooting crack on a pocketed soft wind-slab after performing a ski cut. Noting this we descended further staying
on the ridgeline. We then found a similar snowpack to the saddle with no cracking after afew more ski cuts and
decided to ski one at atime down the duration of the face. Skier 1 skied afew turns down the face when aloud
wumph was heard and the whole face started dliding. Skier 1 was caught, carried, and partially buried at the tail
of the slide path. Skier 2 observed skier 1 and skied down to them after the avalanche stopped. Skier 1 was then
fully dug out and both skiers left the avalanche path unharmed. The slide was thought to be (D3,R4) breaking all
the way to the ground and spanning at least 500" wide.

Region

Northern Gallatin
Location (from list)
Hyalite Peak


http://mail.mtavalanche.com/node/28436

