
Large natural avalanche in Middle/Bear Basin

Bear Basin
Northern Madison
2/14/2020
Code
HS-N-R4-D2.5-O
Elevation
9500
Aspect
NE
Latitude
45.33440
Longitude
-111.37200
Notes

We encountered a natural avalanche that appears to have been triggered by a cornice drop. There seemed to be
very little fresh snow on the slide surface so we suspect it occurred recently (Feb 14?). The slide occurred on the
west side (east facing side) of Bear Basin (pinpoint on the map below). The avalanche was probably 200 feet
wide at the top so it clearly propagate across the slope. Crown was 2 to 5 feet tall. We did not hike in there to
investigate more carefully. There is a fair amount of trees on this part of the ridge. The picture shows how some
large chunks got hung up on trees but we could see that the slide ran across the creek below (almost 1000
vertical feet). We had planned on skiing this slope and/or the open meadow (talus field) a hundred yards north
but in light of this observation we turned around, skied back down in Middle Basin in the trees. Side note: we
dug a pit earlier on an almost identical aspect (on the Beehive/Middle basin ridge) and obtained ECTN 16 @ 12"
below the surface, ECTN 23 @4" below that, ECTN 28 @ 6" below that... Basically some definition between
the latest storm layers but no propagation, and a right-side up snow pack. We only dug about 3 feet deep so this
pit did not assess the ground level facets, which we figure are wide spread. The natural slide we encountered one
ridge over seemed to be a case where a thin area was triggered by a cornice drop.

Number of slides
1
Number caught
0
Number buried
0
Avalanche Type
Hard slab avalanche
Trigger
Natural trigger
R size
4
D size
2.5
Bed Surface
O - Old snow
Problem Type
Persistent Weak Layer

http://mail.mtavalanche.com/node/22058
http://mail.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/267
http://mail.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/305
http://mail.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/305
http://mail.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/305
http://mail.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/258
http://mail.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/295
http://mail.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/305
http://mail.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/267


Slab Thickness
36.0 inches
Vertical Fall
1000ft
Slab Width
200.00ft
Images
Bear Basin Natural Avalanche
Slab Thickness units
inches
Single / Multiple / Red Flag
Single Avalanche
Advisory Year
19-20

http://mail.mtavalanche.com/images/20/bear-basin-natural-avalanche
http://mail.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/438

