
Sidecountry is Backcountry

Submitted by Doug Chabot on Fri, 02/08/2013 - 11:07

For many resort skiers, the word “sidecountry” has become a standard definition of backcountry terrain adjacent
to a ski area. Usually the acreage on the other side of the boundary is administered by the US Forest Service and
the ski area becomes a convenient jumping off point to access public lands. In the last few years skiers have
overwhelmingly embraced this access as the in-bound crowds ski up new snow at a ferocious pace. Untracked
powder is a dwindling resource, an addictive drug, and access gates are the needle in a vein to a quick fix.
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